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A decision tree model was constructed to compare the three treatment strategies in terms of their costs and effectiveness. The time horizon of the model was one year. The effectiveness of the treatment was assessed 3 months after its initiation. It was assumed that patients successfully treated at 3 months carried on with the treatment for the remainder of the year or until their death. In the oral therapy alone scenario, patients who were unsuccessfully treated at 3 months were assumed to discontinue treatment, while in the combination treatment scenario, such patients were assumed to receive BTX-A.
Outcomes assessed in the review
The following input parameters were used in the model: the proportion of patients treated with each of the three treatment options (oral therapy alone, BTX-A alone and oral therapy followed by BTX-A), the mean success rate of each of the three treatment options, the incidence of stroke by age, the acute mortality rate due to stroke, the percentage of post-stroke patients with disability, the percentage of patients with clenched fist spasticity, the percentage of patients eligible for treatment, and hospitalisation due to spasticity.
Study designs and other criteria for inclusion in the review
Not reported.
Sources searched to identify primary studies
Criteria used to ensure the validity of primary studies
The authors did not use any criteria to ensure the validity of the primary studies.
Methods used to judge relevance and validity, and for extracting data
Number of primary studies included
The authors included 2 primary studies as sources of effectiveness data. They also derived effectiveness data from the Clinical Practice Guideline published by the Public Health Service Agency for Health Care Policy and Research, USA.
Methods of combining primary studies
The results of individual primary studies were not combined.
